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Bringing people together - 


WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 2000 


AT THE DOME 


Margaret Winstanley writes..... 


‘Love it or hate it', were you one of 
the 6 million? We were. Toc H held 
a ‘World Chain of Light’ Service at 
the Millennium Dome. The Vigil 

was at Lindridge House but we also 
wanted to celebrate the event in 
the Millennium year as close to the 
Meridian as possible, and the Dome 
couldn't be much closer. 


Revd. John Weir from Bethnal 
Green organised it and brought 
children from St. Matthias School, 
Bethnal Green, and Sir James 
Barrie School, Wandsworth. Under 
the direction of their joint music 
teacher, Miss Lucy Lucy, the choirs 
of both schools practised for 
several weeks before the event. 


Toc H 


Toc H is committed to building a fairer 
society by working with communities to 
promote friendship and service, confront 
prejudice and practise reconciliation. 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
works to break down baniers between people 


by challenging their prejudices about others and 


the divisions which exist in society. Its work is 
based on Christian principles, and people of all 
faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 
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They arrived in time for a rehearsal 
together, had a quick lunch, visited 
the Body Zone and were back for 
the Service at 2 o'clock. And how 
they sang! 


Lucy Lucy and the Choirs had also 
devised their own special contribution 
“The Coming of the Light’, in which 
they used their own voices as the 
different orchestral instruments. 


The Prayer Space, where we held 

the Service, is not a large room 
but the singing 
raised the roof. 


Having expected 
around 40 children 
to take part we were 
delighted that over 
60 attended. There 
were also some 20 
adults, including 
teachers and helpers 
from both schools, 

; Dome staff and one 

A ok j or two members of 
the public. 
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Before we began Geoff Smith 
told everyone a bit about Toc H 
and why we hold ‘World Chain of 
Light’ each year. The children left 
with certificates to commemorate 
their part in the event and 
information about Toc H which 
we hoped they would pass on to 
their families. 


Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 


tackling social problems, such as loneliness 


and deprivation, through an approach which 
emphasises self-help, and encourages people 


to accept responsibility for themselves and 
their local community. 
Tac H uses the model of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are the 
inspiration for its members. 
These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are set 
out on page 2. 

Toc H Is a registered charity No 211042. 


AT LINDRIDGE 


Daphne Dawes, South West Region 
Chairman, writes.. 

It was a real privilege and an 
emotional experience for the South 
West and Lindridge to be the venue 
of the first World Chain of Light of 
the new Millennium, on the 85th 
birthday of Toc H. 

On Monday evening, 11th December, 
members from South Devon District 
Branch and Exeter Branch joined the 
11 residential members for the 
opening service, led by the Region's 
Hon. Chaplain, David Coleman. We 
were pleased to have John Mitchell 
and the new Chairman of the C.E.C., 
Di Claxton, amongst us. Between us, 
in pairs, we maintained the Vigil 
through the night. 

We were joined by other members 
during Tuesday to take a turn to sit 
by the Lamp. During the day, around 
the log fire in the lounge, John led 
three discussions on the sentence 
in the Toc H prayer ‘teach us to live 
together in love and joy and peace’. 
We had received some wonderfully 
interesting letters and E-mails 

from branches and individuals in 
Australia, South Africa, India and 
Zimbabwe as well as from UK 
members - it was great to feel part 
of this world-wide Movement for 
just a short period of time. 


IN Tuts Is 


‘Friends and Carers’ 
at Alison House 


CENTRAL 
COUNCIL 2001 


As agreed in 1990, Council meetings 
are open (subject to space) to all 
Toc H members provided they pay 
their own costs. Members attending 
as visitors may take part in 
discussions but may not vote or 
propose resolutions. 


Central Council in 2001 will be at 
The Hayes Conference Centre, 
Swanwick, Derbyshire from Friday 
2nd to Sunday 4th November. 
Residential costs start from £66 per 
person for standard accommodation. 
There are a few en-suite twin 
bedded rooms at £83 per person or, 
if used as a single, at £96.50. Day 
visitors are also welcome, but must 
meet the cost of their meals. 


If you wish to attend, contact Angela 
Gregory at Central Services by 
Friday 27th April at the latest - and 
state what type of accommodation 
you require. Spaces are limited - so 
allocation will be first-come, first- 
served. The full Council papers will 
be sent out in September 2001, 

but we need to know numbers of 
visitors well before then. 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 


. Friendship - 'To Love Widely' - 
to welcome all In friendship, 

. Service - ‘To Build Bravely’ - 
to give personal service. 

. Fairmindedness - ‘To Think Fairly’ - 
to Ilsten always to the views 
of others and to find one's 
own convictions. 

. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practise 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. 


Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Fairmindedness’. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 


Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 


Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mail: Info@toch.org.uk 
Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 
Next copy deadline: 16th March 2001. 
A full copy of the current editorial policy 
is available on request from the Editor. 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or of Toc H. 
While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 
The Editors reserve the right to cut 
or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 
Printed on chiorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


THE 2001 VOLUNTEER PRC :RA. IME 


he programme is now 

available. We would welcome 

help in getting it, or posters 
and cards promoting it. into the 
hands of potential volunteers. Do 
contact Central Services or your 
Co-ordinator for supplies. 


There are a number of new projects 
such as a holiday in Lincolnshire for 
women and children suffering 
abuse, and a playscheme in East 
London for children of refugee 
families. There will be a Youth 
Camp and, in Glasgow, a project 
bringing together older residents 


and, we hope, some asylu::) 
seekers. Since the progranime wa 
printed there is the possibility o¢ 
more work with asylum-seekers 
and in prisons. Details via the 
website:- www.toch.org.uk 


Finally, as 2001 is the International 
Year of Volunteers (IYV) we are 
planning an International Camp. 
Invitations have already gone to 
Toc H overseas inviting young 
people to come and join this ..ang 
during IYV watch out for the 
badge - a small ORANGE AND 
BLUE RIBBON. 


Farewell To The Wendover Shop 


adly, the Toc H shop at 

Wendover has closed. 

After many years of trying, 
the landlord finally got planning 
permission to develop the building 
and Toc H has had to shut up shop. 


It has been a real success story. 
Run entirely voluntarily, it has 
operated for nearly 10 years, and 
generated over £80,000, of which 
over half has come to Toc H. The 
rest has been devoted to local 
projects in the area, which explains 
why the shop has received such 
warm local support. It funded the 
formation of WAG (the Wendover 
Action Group) and both the 
‘community car’ and the print room 
at Central Services which WAG 
successfully runs. 


Among the local volunteers who 
have worked so hard to keep it 
running have been a number of 
former and present staff at Central 
Services - who did it in their spare 


Welcome to our 
New Members 


Mrs C.Roberts - Alston 

Mr W.O.Mathieson - Buckingham 
Emma Gregory - Chiltern Hills 
John Hooper - Gloucester 
Gladys Fellingham - Ipswich 
Trevor Whatmore - Walsall 


Guest Members 


Mark Strangways - N. East Region 
Victor Dauncey, Deborah Edwards, 


time as their Toc H ‘jobs’. These 
include Annette Burns (whose idea 
it was), Peter Mackay, Maureen 
Williams, John Kilburn (after his 
retirement, and of course Nancy), 
and Angela Gregory. 


Numerous local papers have carried 
the story and reported how much 
the loss will be felt in the village. 


Thanks to all the local volunteers 
who made this a success, to all 
members elsewhere who helped by 
sending in stock, and above all the 
shop manageresses without whom 
it just would not have happened. 


The 2001 Toc H Pocket Book 


The updated Toc H Pocket Book is 
now available from Central Services 
at 50p. It contains essential 
information and addresses for 
members. This is an expanded 
version, and includes the introduction 
to the Business Plan, and a calendar. 


Paul Evans, Derek Hill, 

Arthur Hillman, Christopher Hughes, 
Edward McKevitt, Dorothy Mitchell, 
Jim Sinnott, Joselyn Watkiss-Thomas, 
Barbara Williams - N.Wales and 
N.West Region 

Valerie Mills, Victoria Moul, 

Vijay Patel - S.East Region 


Junior Members 


Anna Evans, Kellie-Jade Luparello, 
Nia Woodward - Kempston 
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A -> FROM THE CHAIRMAN 


January 2001 
Dear Members. 


| am writing to update you all on the CEC's thinking 
so far about the future plans for Toc H. Obviously 
these are only in the early stages of being worked 
through, and we would appreciate any comments, 
thoughts, concerns from you. Please do discuss these 
ideas with your branches and regions and then send 
your views to me. 


A new shape 


The idea is to divide Toc H into 4 regional charitable 
companies, each one being affiliated to the centre. 
Each company would be expected to manage its own 
finances and pay for any services received from the 
centre. The regional companies would be expected to 
pay an affiliation fee to the centre and there would be 
a levy (probably about 10%) on all branch and regional 
expenditure, which would be paid to fund central 
services costs. Money would also need to be found to 
start reducing the deficit. Funding for all development 
staff would be a regional responsibility. The regions 
would continue to encourage development and would 
need to be looking for external as well as internal 
funds. It is hoped that money raised by branches 
would be used to support local and regional Toc H 
development activities and that branches would sign 
an affiliation agreement to their region and to Toc H, 
being prepared to follow certain requirements including 
an annual contribution towards overall running and 
development costs. Many branches have worked hard 
to raise money in the past, which, for various reasons, 
is now doing very little. As the money has been raised 
in the name of Toc H, largely for Toc H development, 
it would be good to feel that branches would want to 
support their own local and regional developments, 
whether this be in property development, Families 
under Pressure, projects or whatever. 


The new Directors 


A board of directors will run each regional company 
and we need to be thinking about who these might 
be. We will need to find people with a broad overview 
of Toc H across the region. We would want to aim at 
a good balance on each board and may want to 


consider bringing in some outside experts as directors 
as well. Please could you be thinking about possible 
nominees for these positions and the sort of balance 
you would find acceptable. If you know of anyone, let 
me or a member of the CEC know. 


Toc H properties 


There is no denying that the financial responsibility 
for ensuring that Toc H has a future will be 
considerable, but we already have large assets, in 
properties, investments and past fundraising 
successes. What we need to do is utilise these 
resources more effectively. 


With properties, there is no intention of changing 
the status quo where it is working successfully. 
Rather, we would hope that regions would encourage 
branches to help develop the successful properties 
even more. However, it would be a requirement of 
each regional board to ensure that property 
development and management conform to legal and 
current regulations. We will develop some properties 
as test cases to look at possible alternative uses. 
We intend to look at all properties so that when 
they become vacant, we know what we want to 

do with them, thus avoiding wasting valuable time 
and money. 


Getting it right 


What we cannot afford to do is walk away from 

our responsibility to Toc H. There is a considerable 
cost involved in the setting up of these regional 
companies, (estimated at about £40,000), so we 
must get it right! We do need to carefully question 
and consider the proposed governance suggestions 
and work out what they will actually mean in practical 
terms. We need to discuss and work through problem 
areas, adjusting proposals where necessary so that, 
ultimately, we will arrive at a detailed, workable 
solution to which people will be prepared to sign on. 
Please be prepared to be part of that process and do 
not walk away. 


If we can start sharing thoughts and ideas on these 
issues then we can begin to put together a detailed 
plan for the future. We will keep you informed during 
the year through a variety of means: Director’s notes, 
letters to members, councillors and regions, meetings 
at Regional Councils, Regional Officers’ Conference, 
Point 3 etc. Remember this process needs to include 
you, our members, so please do contribute your 
thoughts, constructively if possible. We need to make 
the future work for Toc H. 


Yours, 
Di Claxton, (Chairman) 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY AUST! Al IA 


Toc H in Australia celebrated 
its 75th birthday with a 
celebration in Canberra 

from 8th to 11th December. 
We thank David Hall for 

this report. 


Tubby and Pat Leonard came 
to Australia in July/August 
1925, but we chose to 
celebrate in December, partly 
to avoid the Olympic Games. 
December is also an important 
month for Toc H, being the 
time Tubby was born and 
Talbot House opened. 


It is some time since we had a 
national get-together for all members 
around Australia. Distances and 
costs mean that we need something 
special to stimulate people to come - 
like a 75th Birthday! Over 50 
members and friends came to 
Canberra. We had people from 
Western Australia (3800km away), 
South Australia, Tasmania, New 
South Wales, Brisbane and Cairns 
(2,600km away) in Queensland. 


National Youth Forum. Twenty 
people discussed the issues of most 
concern to them - environment, 
racism, education and employment. 
We had some excellent ‘presenters’ 
and the two-and-a-half days were 
led by Tony Reade, our Youth 
Training Co-ordinator, in his usual 
brilliant way. 


The Chang! Chapel 


The Birthday Celebrations had four 
components:- 


1. The World Chain of Light. A few 
years ago the chapel from Changi 
PO.W. Camp in Singapore was 
relocated to the Military College 
at Duntroon. We had our service 
there and the Ceremony of Light 
was taken using a rushlight from 
one of the Toc H groups in 
Changi during the war. 


2. The Birthday Dinner incorporated 


the presentation of Life 
Membership Certificates to Harold 
and Esther Clay from Western 
Australia. The Youth Forum people 
joined in both the Ceremony of 
Light and the dinner, ensuring a 
good cross-section of people. 


3. A Talk-Fest - sharing 
information and ideas to 
progress Toc H into the 
new century. 


4. Finally, we had a traditional 
Toc H Social which 
went surprisingly well, 
considering the lack of 
practice. Understandably 
the young people decided 
it was more valuable 
for them to explore 
Canberra by night, so 
they missed out on the 
joy of ‘recitations’ and 
very amateur sketches! 


The Annual Council Meeting of 

Toc H Australia was held on the 
final day while others were out 
seeing the many tourist attractions 
of the national capital. The Council 
Meeting is an all day affair and hard 
work. Noteworthy among the 
normal AGM functions was the 
appointment of Bishop Adrian 
Charles (from Queensland) as 
National Chaplain. The meeting 
concentrated on ‘the way forward’ 
and measures to combat a slowly 
declining membership - in particular, 
ways to harness the energy and 
enthusiasm of young members 
(and we have quite a few) with a 
looser structure and short term 
commitment and goals. 


AN UNBROKEN 


to, | ko: a ee 4 
3) 


L INK 


CHELTENHAM BRANCH’S 
80 YEARS OF SERVICE. 


On Nov 11th 1920, a mixture of 

40 young men of all ranks and 
occupations met with Tubby in the 
‘Spinning Wheel’ cafe in Cheltenham. 
Thus started the first provincial 
branch of the then infant Toc H. On 
Nov 11th 2000 a small group - of 
much older members - met for lunch 
at a local hostelry to celebrate the 
80th birthday. Branch secretary Eric 
Varley writes ‘The local newspaper, 
the Gloucestershire Echo, gave 
good coverage to the event with a 
potted history of Toc H in general 
and a colour photograph of the 
members present’. We thank the 
Gloucestershire Echo for permission 
to print that photograph here. 
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| /E* :OUTH’S MILLENNIUM YEAR 


To. H in Weyniwuth report a full and exciting year 


is by it. Our picture shows Trustee Betty Cornick 
of activities. 


demonstrating her gardening skills. 
They were part of a scheme to produce a quilted 


Millennium wall hanging. The beautifully embroidered 
Toc H logo stands 
out well in it 

(see picture). 


The Branch was also in evidence on Weymouth‘s Carnival 
Day (when, as our photo shows, Toc H tabards showed 

up nicely) and later in the year , 
they ran a sea-front stall for a day, f. 
raising money for Family Purse. 
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They also planted 
a commemorative 
tree in the 
grounds of the 
new Community 
Hospital. A plaque, 
recording Toc H's 
long association 
with Weymouth 
hospitals, stands 


FRIENDS AND CARERS 


Sheaf (Sheffield) Branch run an 
annual holiday at Alison House 
called ‘Friends and Carers’. Branch 
members go with a number of 


this dampen our spirits. put on a concert. As in 1999, | was 
dressed up as a Queen complete 


We were treated well by Bill and ye 
with crown. 


Dorothy Pepper and the food was 


beautiful. The trips out were Each moming we held an optional 


people who would not otherwise get 
a holiday, and this includes a number 
of carers. Plans are already being 
made for the 2001 holiday. Branch 
member Susan Carter has sent us 
this report on the 2000 holiday. 


The Sheaf Branch spent an 
enjoyable week at Alison House, in 
Derbyshire, last October. Although 
for most of it the weather was dull 
and at times rainy, we did not let 


interesting and in the evenings we 
made our own entertainment. On 
the first evening we had a very 
interesting talk by Rose Coates, 
who is a member from Kidsgrove. 
She spoke about a visit to the First 
War battlefields of the Somme. 


On other evenings we had a beetle 
drive, a quiz with chat, and a 
singsong. On the last evening we 


ten-minute period of Reflections, 
before breakfast. We thought about 
having space in our lives to look at life 
around us, and to consider the inward 
and outward joumey. 22 guests out 
of a party of 25 attended regularly 


We left Alison House on Friday 
morning and arrived back in 
Sheffield just after lunch. We all 
thoroughly enjoyed the holiday. 
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Vale Royal Branch held a Fun Day 
to raise funds for their project 
programme. Some £200 was raised. 
Attractions included a bouncy castle, 
face painting, stocks with wet 
sponges, a barbecue, a disco and 
even a head-shaving event. The 
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Branch are grateful to the landlord 
and landlady of the White Swan Pub, 
where the event was held. Our 
picture shows youth member 
Samantha Huckin enjoying her day. 


It has been a memorable year for 
Wally Leach, of Somerton Branch, 
who celebrated his 100th birthday 
in June. With his wife Joan he 
attended the Queen Mother's 100th 
birthday celebration in St Paul's 
Cathedral and had lunch at the 
Mansion House. He has also been 
on the Radio and TV. And we now 
join Somerton Branch in sending 
congratulations to Wally on his 
receipt of an MBE in the New Year's 
Honours for his work with LEPRA. 


December Point 3 carried an article 
about the Toc H contingent at the 
Cenotaph Parade. We have since 
received this photo of members 
Ken Cockerton and Karen Baker 
meeting Max Bygraves before the 
march-past. 
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SUCCESS STORY FROM WEIRSIDE 


I know that you like good news 
stories. Well, | think the story of the 
success of Weirside needs re-running 
again! We have recently sent another 
cheque for £3,000 as a donation to 
central funds from the Weirside 
committee. This means we have 
contributed £16,000 to central funds 
in the just over two years since the 
management committee began to run 
the property fully. And we have done 
this while maintaining our programme 
of upgrading the premises. 

At the same time we have continued 
to meet the principles of Toc H, in 
that we offer a service to groups 
that others would find it difficult to 
accept. We bar no one from the 
premises; the only stipulation we 
make is that groups leave the centre 
in a better condition than they found 
it. In all the years that | have been 
associated with the centre we have 
only ever had to bar one group for 
deliberate damage. 

We offer a unique opportunity to 
take people, who have not had the 
experience of visiting the countryside, 


to such an idyllic spot as Langdale, 
in the English Lake District. At the 
same time they learn something 
about the Toc H ethos from the 
literature at the centre. 


Derek Ridgway 
Chairman, Weirside 
Management Committee. 


GREETINGS FROM NEW ZEALAND 


Most interested and thrilled to read 
your web site. | used to live in a 
couple of Marks (Toc H hostels) when 
| lived in London some 25 years ago. 
As a young and innocent person | 
found the organisation extremely 
good. | spent some time in the Mark 
in Pimlico (Mark 2 - Ed) but most at 
Mark 13 in Kennington. When my 
wife and | visited London last July we 
went to see if it was still there, but 
sadly it had been converted to 
residential flats. | used to like the 
Ceremony of Light and became quite 
involved in Mark activities. 


| am a Funeral Director, and some 
months ago | conducted a funeral 
service for an elderly lady who was a 


member of Toc H. one of the 
moumers present seemed to know 
about the Toc H movement - | was 
delighted to enlighten them as to what 
the organisation did and how grateful 

| was for what Toc H did for me in 
particular. Good luck and kind regards, 


Angus Brodie 
Auckland, New Zealand 


(Thanks for our very first letter by 
Email - Ed) 


TOC H ON THE HOME FRONT 


| take the magazine ‘Best of British’ and 
in the last few editions there have been 
articles on ‘Lincolnshire - The Bomber 
County’. In one of these the work of 
Toc H canteens gets a mention. 


A video has been produced called 
‘Bomber County - the Home Front’ 
which has quite a few minutes on 
Toc H. It costs £14-95p (plus £1.00 
pt+p) and can be obtained from 
‘Best of British’, 27a Market Place, 
Market Deeping, Lincs. PE6 8ED 


Allan Hunt 
Crawley 


HOLIDAYS FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 


These holidays are warmly open to 
members and friends of Toc H. In 
particular, they might be enjoyed by 
those lone members who are unable 
to enjoy the fellowship of a regular 
branch meeting. 


A weekend of 

‘A LITTLE OF WHAT YOU FANCY’ 
at Toc H Lindridge, Friday 18th to 
Sunday 20th May. 2001 


Come and share your 
special interests with 
( 3 others, but be prepared 
to join in what interests 
NN them too. It could be: 
line dancing, sugarcraft, 
painting on glass, singing, 
logic puzzles, gardening, 
a quite time, music, wine 
& tasting or whatever! 


Cost £35 


Mary Edwards and Daphne Dawes 
will host this weekend. 


For details and booking form ring 
` Daphne on 01225 - 873022 


‘DISCOVERING DEVON’ 


Monday 10th to Friday 14th 
September 2001 


A holiday based at Toc H Lindridge 
visiting places of interest 
nearby - or walking on 
Dartmoor or on the 
Coastal path. 


Activities each day 
will depend on the 
interests of the visitors. 


Cost £80. > 


y | 
ee. 

Mary Edwards and Fe 

Daphne Dawes will host 

this holiday. 


For details and booking form ring 
Daphne on 01225 - 873022 


BRACKLESHAM BAY 


Would you enjoy a weekend break 
on the South Coast near Chichester? 
The S.E.Region hope to book a 
3-night stay - Friday 15th to Monday 
18th June, at Bracklesham Bay 
Holiday Village. 


Accommodation in chalets or in a 
first-floor hote! with 21 steps (but 
no lift). A variety of rooms - single, 
double, some wheelchair accessible. 
Bedding, towel and soap provided. 
No steps on site - ramps are in place 
where levels change. 


The village is well equipped - with 
heated swimming pool, crazy golf 
and so on. Transport may be 
available from Central London or lifts 
may be arranged from elsewhere. 


Cost £99 - full board 


For more details contact Evelyn on 
01727 - 860058. 


Any bookings must be made by the 
end of February, so don’t delay! 


Anthony pny) Thomo- 2d in November _ 
ed 64, five years after = clevastating 
stroke. Aʻter leaving school he was a aide- 
de-camp to Tubby for six months before 
starting work in an insurance office. He was 
the son of Cecil Thomas, the sculptor of the 
Forster memorial and the Tubby Clayton 
memorial in All Hallows. Tony always tried 
to live by his Christian principles. He was 
chairman of Fulham Men's Branch and of 
Cromwell District for some years. PAI 


Len Sebright, who died in November aged 
81, served Toc H well since joining Chard 
Branch in 1978 and later moved to 
Taunton, where he held branch office and 
served a time as central councillor. He 
excelled at setting up projects, notably at 
Lindridge with West Somerset District's 
‘Holiday break for carers’ which provided 
a much-needed service. Len also loved 
singing with the Taunton Deane Male Voice 
Choir and no doubt will still be singing 
tenor in Heaven. We shall miss him. DT 


Although he had been ill for months, the 
death of Ken Broadfield was a severe blow 
to Solihull Branch in which, over many years, 
he held most offices. He served two terms 
as Central Councillor and one on CEC. He 
was also in the Toc H party which visited 
Zambia and Zimbabwe in 1965. His 


MY 
FAVOURITE 
PRAYER 


Elisabeth Worth, formerly 
General Secretary of the Toc H 
Women’s Association, has sent 
us this prayer. She says ‘it 
appeals to me because of the 
comfort and strength it brings in 
acknowledging God's presence 
at every point in life. It also 
encourages me to go on seeking 
and learning about my faith and, 
hopefully, | may grow in it’. 


‘Give me, O Lord, a steadfast 
heart which no unworthy 
affection may drag downwards; 
give me an unconquered heart, 
which no tribulation can wear 
out; give me an upright heart, 
which no unworthy purpose 
may tempt aside. Bestow upon 
me also, O Lord my God, 
understanding to know thee, 
diligence to seek thee, wisdom 
to find thee, and a faithfulness 
that may finally embrace thee’ 


(Thomas Aquinas. 1225-1274) 
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TRIBUTES 


Community involvement was vast and varied 
- a founder member of Solihull/Chipping 
Camden Toc H Boys Camp and active with 
the Toc H Solihull Club for the Blind, the 
Epileptic Club, and many others. He was a 
much loved, much Tespected and faithful 
member. He never gave less than his best, 
and will be sorely missed by all. GLL 


Gladys Bateman, who died in October, was 
an active member of Bromley Ladies Branch 
from the 1950s, and when she moved in 
1982 she joined the Thanet Branch which 
she very much enjoyed. She was also a loyal 
supporter of her local church. HB 


Georgina Cleland, who died in January 
aged 97, was the oldest member of 
Harpenden Branch. She originally met the 
Toc H Women's Association in Edinburgh 
and then joined Harpenden when she 
moved South. She was always interested 
in branch activities although unable to 
attend meetings in later years. She will 
be sorely missed. MS 


Ipswich branches lost a good friend when 
Canon Dennis Yates died in December. 
Before joining the Men's Branch in 1994 he 
had been chaplain to the Women's Branch 
for many years. He often helped with jobs 
and drove the church minibus when 
required. During the short time he was 


with the Men's Branch he acted as 
Treasurer until ill health forced him to 

give up. He was a grand person to have 
at meetings, could talk with interest on 
many subjects and he spread happiness 
wherever he went. He will be sadly missed 
by his church and Toc H friends. ERT 


Annie Kershaw, who died in January aged 
92, will be sadly missed by Toc H in 
Rochdale. She was a founder member 
when Toc H Women's Association was 
formed in Rochdale. Annie was always a 
loyal member, ready to help and give her 
service, whatever and wherever needed. In 
her younger days she was a real character 
and entertainer, which many of us recall and 
talk about with love and affection today. JH 


Esther Viney Twiggs (Twiggy) who died in 
January aged 97, was a founder member 
of Rawmarsh Branch some 72 years ago. 
This was in the days when women joined the 
League of Women Helpers. In her younger 
days she was a tireless worker for Toc H. JA 


Leslie Morris, who died at Christmas, was 
a long standing member of the Colwyn 
Bay Branch and their treasurer. He will 

be sadly missed by all the members as 
he was the link with the Scout groups in 
the area. This was their project - and also 
with local schools. JG 


A Modern Thanksgiving 


Dilys Saffin, Central Councillor in 
Newport, Gwent, has sent us the 
words of a hymn sung at a recent 
Trefoil Guild and Scout Fellowship 
Harvest Service. The first verse is 
well known - and the tune: ‘We plough 
the fields and scatter the good seed 
on the land’. However, the next two 
verses bring the hymn right up to 
date, as follows:- 


We fill our fridge and freezer with good 
things from Iceland, 

With oven chips and kidney beans, 
And fish of well know brand: 

Our fridge is overflowing, the freezer's 
full as well. 

Give heartfelt thanks for freezers 


which feed us all so well, 

Tesco, Kwiksave, Sainsbury's, Asda 
and Gateway too, 

For frozen food, for frozen food, 
our grateful praise is due. 


But what about the millions who 
starve in far-off lands? 

How can they sing God's praises 
With empty upturned hands? 

So we with all our riches must give 
to those in need 

And gladly keep on giving - that’s 
gratitude indeed. 

Praising, caring, sharing, Lord, teach 
us how to give 

Till all are fed with daily bread and 
starving people live. 


OBITUARIES 


In November In January 

Marion Hay Scotland Jack’ Carroll Barkingside 

Mary Tweedale S.E.Region Georgina Cleland Harpenden 

In December Sarah Douglas Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay 
Kenneth Broadfield Solihull Annie Kershaw Greenbank 

Alfreda Coomes Anstey Not previously recorded 

Leslie Morris Colwyn Bay Donald Henley London District 

Phyllis Morris Avon Esther Twigg Rawmarsh 

Dennis Yates ipswich Iris Ward Avon 
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is a £3 entry fee per person. 


FAREWELL TO PRIDEAUX HOUSE 
Sat March 31st 2001. 


Prideaux House (once Toc H Mark ll) in Hackney, 
East London, will be closing in its present form. 
Redevelopment of the site begins shortly, and a 
smaller version of Prideaux House will open in 
2002. You are invited to a farewell/ celebration/ 
festival/ re-union for everyone who, at some time, 
may have been a resident, a local branch 
member, attended meetings, open days, lectures, 
playschemes or otherwise volunteered there 
since 1962, when the house opened. 

If you wish to attend contact John Burgess, 

66 Park Meadow, Hatfield, Herts, ALO SHB - 
tel/fax 01707-264949 


EARLY DATES FOR THE DIARY 


‘North of the River Rally’ - to be at Harpenden, 
Herts on 22nd September. More details will be 
published in a later issue. 


‘Remembrance’ - a trip to Flanders between 
Oth and 12th November to take part in Armistice 
Day events. More details will be published in a 

later issue. 


ICE BOAR 
SEPTEMBER FUNDRAISING WALKS 


ON 1st SEPTEMBER 2001 THE THIRD TOC H LONDON WALK WILL BE: 


‘SAINTS, SINNERS AND STALE KNIGHTS’ 


A hunt through the Capital's history. Starting and finishing at the Museum of London. 
Cia. 


Come and visit 20 sites in, or near, the City of London. 
na Each site is connected with a person or people whose lives 
(real or fictional) have enriched or disgraced the Capital. 
* See where Sweeney Todd ran his barber's shop 
* See where Florence Nightingale opened her first hospital 
* See where Long Beard sought sanctuary........ 


You can walk just for fun. OR you can get yourself sponsored to help 
a charity of YOUR choice. Those sponsored to help Toc H may enter free. For all others there 


For details and forms contact: John Mitchell, 94 Burcott Lane, Bierton, Aylesbury, HP22 5AS. 
Tel: 01296-435929 Email: johnemitchell@talk21.com 
AND... BETWEEN 17th AND 22nd SEPTEMBER 


THE DIRECTOR’S DEVELOPMENT APPEAL 


Geoffrey Smith will be walking from Poperinge to London to raise funds for Toc H. 
A distance of 125 miles. You are invited to sponsor him, or to encourage others to. Sponsor 
forms available from Central Services. Cheques payable to ‘Toc H - The Director’s Appeal’. 
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Mek and many more. 


EAST ANGLIA DAY 
June 23rd 2001 


The annual Toc H East Anglia Day will be held in 
Dereham, Norfolk. Everyone in the Mid-East or 
South-East Regions are welcome. Please put the 
date in your diaries. Arrange your own transport. 
Bring your own lunch - liquid refreshments will be 
supplied. A speaker, a service and entertainment 
will make up the programme. 


If you wish to come, or to know more, contact 
Alan Brooke, 16 Cecil Road, Dereham, 
Norfolk NR20 4AN. Tel 01362 - 693629. 


‘EXPLORING THE ROOTS’ 
July 6th to 9th 2001 

How and why did Toc H start? Following last 
year’s successful initiative by the S.E.Region, 
we offer a weekend in which to explore what 
happened in Flanders, and how Talbot House 
came to be opened. 

Cost £120. Travel by Toc H minibus. 


Interested? Write to John Burgess, 66 Park Meadow, 
Hatfield, Herts, AL9 SHB for more details. 
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